"M% the Editor of the News and

 'Courler:
1 have read with interest what your
- - B. B. Sellers, and
‘.éh s, and the editor of The News
.| /@&md Courler have sald pro and con as
' #® the repeal of the law creating argl-
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assembly for the registration of
: adopted, will put all
such a position In the
a collatertl for
for agricultural
‘Only the

nds would apprcinte in
s 1t would mars lends

¥ e
‘ -.‘.. ‘! 5_’.'_. "‘\l«. P to “
. !.‘ S &y

-owners ‘n Sovth
mortgagss, «ic,
 from an ¢ timate
1o $370.vw. No
the

- A

. wEpenses con be had. Th: Lest in-
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9 Investigate titles.
here was irtroduced by the writer
@ lnst semson of the general as-
ly & bill providing for this sys-
of land registration and 1t will
y up for consideration early in the
. Wton of 190%. : :
fﬁ' object of this communicatton is
‘ > Iuto the details of the bill,
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passage of
than the repeal rl & dogen
. agricultural Yen laws, '
oo The bill Introdueed is largely the
., B vetore the Viesaia generat as.
- sambly and the laws of Massachusetts
ded for the purpose of Invest-
onting and sottling all questions of
~ #tle 0 lands. This Is not made obli-
."‘-.'_‘ @atory upon ary land owner, but pro-
P . WMles a systom of application, Investi-
v decrees and registration  of
Lt A when the Court has decided all
stions of ttle. This title is made
irrevocable and final. A ti-
i W0 mere evidence of title,
e Of title Is given, and maude
and easy of transfer, and
® are made easily where part is
8014 off of any given tract of land.
%" The registrar of this court for Tl
"mols writes that the banks find thuse
of land title as valuable
as lho‘ have when thus ad-
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proposed law for this State cov-
the possible features of land
Aransfers, Inheritance llens, Laxes,
@he., that the best legal talent of Mas-

”“"“' and Virginla could co
mand.

. Semator Stackhouse, of Marion, in-
- troduced thé same bill In the senate
. ms that on the house calendar, 1 would
Pyh, #lad If the facile pens of the editor
The News and Courler and Capt.
~  Ben B. Sellers wauld penetrate the
i(i_‘gﬁm system” of land registration
. amd give light and relief to the owners
of lands In this State. Adopt this sys-
"'?.;"";" of land registration, change the
~ . oenstitutional three mills tax Into a
gtf ‘minimum levy of say $750.000, to be
" mcreased at the pleasure: of the peo-
~ Mo and the demands of education,
© sad the assessed value of real estate in
4 L Bouth Carolina can be carried to
25 $300,000,000, and the personal prop-
s.lf | erty ymessment to $200,000,000 more.
" M busine®s will permit I will go
maore fully into the detalls of the Tor-
Fenn system at some other time,

JAMES NORTON.
Mullins, 8. C., November 15, 1907,
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As to the Torrens System,

The “Torrens” or Australian system
of land tenares which Representative
James Norton, of Marion, would have
mtroduced Imto Soulh Carolina and
wriles about In The News and (Cour-

Jor today bas been discussed oceslon
ally In South Carolina for 12 or 15
years but has not recelved goneral at-

tention,
What Mr. Norton says of our pres-
ant real estate laws s not to be dis-
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puted. Land, which ought to be one
of the best foundations of credit is
one of the poorest. 'The ¢wner of 100
acres wortn $1,000, and offering i1t as
a security for a loan of $200, must
pay at least $12.60 to the lawyers who
pass upon the title for the creditors
and draw the morigage and In fees to
the register of deods and mortgages.
Foreclosure being a tedidus, expensive
and some times uncertain process,
money lenders refuse to advance more
than two-thirds of the land's vaiue
and are reluctant to lend at all at less
than e¢ight per cent. the maximum
legal rate, and then only for long
périods. That this condition I8 whol-
ly anomalous and quite injurious to
persons whose entire capital is invest-
ed In land Is not to be disputed. Our
land tenures grow out of the Eng-
lish fuedal system, they retain much.
of the artificiality of half a dozen cen-
turies past and they clog and encum-
ber all business In an agricultural re-
glon such .as ours. The moment laws
 should be enacted making the con-
veyance of title to land as easy_ and
simple as Is that of title to a share of
mill or bank stock, every acre of land
In the State would considerably ap-
preciate in value, just as Mr. Norton

| predtets.

Another side to the question |s
whether or not it would be best for
that large proportion of farmers who
are Improvident and spendthrift if
they could dispose of their lands with
ease and find a ready market for
them. The effect of our antiquated
tenures is to attach, in fome sense,
the man to the land, as it was their
effect In a very large sense some cen-
turles ago in England. As yet we
have mno “trusts’’ in land. Capitalists
and manipulators are shy of holdings
of broad acreg. They cannot sell land
In a pinch on the stock exchanges as
they sell ralifoad bonds and stocks
but were lands held as stocks they
might buy the certificates’in quanties
and we might see the rapid accumu-
lation of tremendous domains in the
hands Qf & few. Many a thriftless
| person does not mortgage his land be-
cause it Is so much easier to mort-
gage his horse or his cow but were he
able to pledge his land merely by
writing his name across the back of
a certificate, It is likely that he would
A many cases do so; with the result
that he would lose it as he does the
horse or cow. Thus the danger would
be' that the lands of the Improvident
and , unthrifty might pess Into the
hands of the Industrious and suving
who weuld no longer be dubious abeat
owning them, the certificates of title
being at all times readily and instant-
ly convertible into cash,

We do not set up this objection to
Mr. Norton's argument as elther final
or convinecing. We are aware that
everv consideration of progress, sim-
plicity and common sensec makes for
the abrogation of a curious, involved
and expensive code of land title laws!
that co:‘nges to us as the legacy of a
forgotten age and that it utterly con-
tradiets modern economic  methods.
Were every landowner a thorough-go-
Ing business man, intelligent and deter-
mined: enough to protect his own in-
terests the retention of the system for
a day would be absurd, but legislators
would at least do fwoll to Inquire
whether or not the interests of the
whole body of South Carolina land.
owners would be advanced if it were
made possible for them to dispose of
their holdings at any moment at the
highest prices.

COOPER WILL CASE,

The Supreme (Jour; Renders Decision
" In a Case of Ldcal Interest.

Robert Muldrow Cooper et al., ap-
pellants, vs, Fraucls Pelot Cooper et
al, respondents,.—Remainders. Test-
amentatory proviglons. Construction.
Intentlon.

This 1s an action for the partition
of real property, involving the con-
struction of the last will of Geo, Wm.
Cooper, who left him surviving his
widow, Rosa I. Cooper, and nine chil-
dren, to wit: Willlam Albert Cooper,
Robert Muldrow Cooper, and Mary
Jane Petrie, his three children by a
tormer marriage, and Rosa Leycester
Cooper, Francia Pelot Cooﬁor. Ed-
ward Wood Cooper, Harriett Cooper,
since inter-married with Dr. Walter
Cheyne, Hamlltgn Witherspoon Coop-
er and Augustus Thomas Cooper, his
six chiidren by his surviving widow.
Of these children, his two eldest had
attained their majority and complet-
ed thelr education, and the six chil-
dren of the second minrriaze had not
ittained their majority nor complet-
od their education at the date of the
will nor at the time of testator's
death, except Rosa L. Cooper, who,
though not of age hadq completed her
education,

After giving the widow certain
property in licu of dower the wiil pro-
vides a- follows:
life

“I give hoes

fnlsa,

interest

said property to be equally divided
between all of our surviving children
or those of them who may not have
completed Lheir education,
there be any such.”

The residue of the cstate is given
to his surviving children to Le equal-
ly divided among them except Mary
Jane Petrle, who is given an equal
share only In the real estate, and ex-
cept also William Albert and IRobert
Muldrow of whom the will says:

“My sons Wm. A, and Itobt. M,
Cooper, having c-:nnplcteh their edu-
catlon, 1 desire them to receive one-
third each of a c¢hild’s portloa of my
Personal estate besides their full
share of my real estate.”

At the date of the will, the child-
ren of the first marriage were all of

should

ed thelr education, Rubert M. Coop-
er was at college during the last year
of his father's life, but it was his last
year at college before graduating and
his education was so nearly complet-

the children of the second marriage
were of agé and some of them- were
of quite tender years.

The tract described in the com-
plaint was set apart to the widow,
under the provisions of the will atave
quoted, and occupied by her until her
death, which occurred-May 13, 1005,

The widow was survived by Mary
Jane Petrle and Rofert
Copper, children of the first marriage,

Cooper Cheyne, Hamilton
spoon Cooper and Augustus

Wither-
Thomas

riage, :

After the death of testator, and be-
fore the death of his widow, Willlam
Albert and Edward Wooill Cooper
iled, leaving no issye, and Rosa Ley-
cester Cooper, having intermarried
with James Read Muldrow, dled leav-
ing one child, the defendant, Sarah
Rosa Muldrow, The defendants,
Thomas Haseil Dick and George W,
Dick, are the children of Mary Scott
Cooper, the eldest daughter of testa-
tor, who intermarried with Thomas
Hasell Dick, €r., und died before her
father.

The circuit court (James Hydrick)
holding (11) that the remainder to
“our surviving children” was no:
transmissible and (2) that only those
children of the testator's second
marriage who survived the widow
are entitled to share in the remaln-
der. adjudged accordingly. The plain-
tiffs appealed.

“The reasoning of the circuit de-
cree Is convineing and we arve satisficd
to adopt it.” ;

Judgment below aflirmed. Opinion
by Mr. Justice Woods.

Messrs, Shand & Ffhand, Messrs,
’ln}'nsworth « Hawsworth for ap-
pellants; Messrs. Lee & Moise, Mr,
Jaines Sihmons, Messrs, Mcelaod &
Dennis for regpondents.—Reported
for The State by John 2. Reyvnolds

*DeWitt’'s Carbolized Witeh Hazel
Salve—don't forget the name, and ac-
cept no substitute. Get DeWitt's. 1t's
good for piles. Scld by all druggists.

Gadady Graham, a negro man, has
been hé¢ld by the coroner’s jury as be-
ing the mu(derer of P. F. Moody, of
Darlington.

*Trial Catarrh treatments arc be-
Ing mailed out free, on request, by
Dr. Shoop, Racine, Wis. These tests
are proving to the people—withont a
penny's cost—the great value .of this
scientific prescription known to drug-
gists everywhere as Dr. Shoop's Ca-
tarrh Remedy. Sold by Sibert's Drug
Store.

The Alken Board of Controt has
voted to establish a dispensary in
North Augusta. .

*Bees Laxative Cough
coughs, colds, croup and whooping
cough grows in favor dally., Mothers
should keep it on hand for children,

Syrup fovr

It is prompt relief to croup. It is
gently laxative, driving the poison
and phlegm [rom the system, It gives
Immedinte relief. Guaranteed. Sold
by Sibert Drug Co.

A gin house was destroved in St
Andrew's Parish, Charleston, and

the loss is estimated at $18.000.

*It will be unnecessary to go
through a painful, expensive opera-
tion for Piles if vou use ManZan. Put

up in a collapeible tube with nozzie,
ready to apply. For any form of
Piles, price H0c¢, Sibert Drug Co, 12-
1-3m.
NOTICL.

Offee County DPoard of Commis-
sloners, fumter County, 8, C., Dee. 0,
1907,
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TIHOS, B RICHARDSON,
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COUNTY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Ilf the
Assoeiation,

At
County on
Nov. 27, andd

vlection of oflicers was held, resulting

the last session Sumter
Medical held
at the Hotel Sumter,

as follows: Dr, H. M. Stuckey, presi-
dent; Dr. Archie China, vice presi-
dent; Dr. F. K. Holman, secretary.

The folowing members were present:
Drs. H. M. Stuckey, A. Chiuna, F. K.
Holman, Dwight, Walter S,
C. Baker and Parler,

An intersting meeting was held as
usual and much benefit received by
those present.

Cheyne,

*Are you having trouble with your
kidneys? There are lots of people to-
day who wonder why they have pains
across the back, why they are tired
and lacking Iin energy and ambition.
Your kidneys are wrong, They need
relief without delay. Take DeAitt's
Kidney & Bladder Pills; they are
for weak back, inflammation cf the
bladd 2, backache and weak kidneys.

[ Sold Ly all druggists.

ed, that his father regarded it as'
practically completed and so statesin |
his  will, At that time, none of'

Muldrow

A PRETTY SOUVENIR.

This office has received a very hand-
somre souvenir book from the Univer-
gity of Pennsylvania which tells of
that great university's athletic record
for the s=eason of 1906-7, and other
past seasons. ' The book is handsomely
illustrated with pictures of teams and
coanches and many stirring scenes of
action. Altogether. the souvenir is a
most attractively arranged book and a

'g‘no'd advertisement for the universi-

and by Francis Pzlot Cooper, Harriett |

Ly.

*Milllons of GLottles of Foley's

Cooper, children of tha second mar- ':Hone_v and Tar have been sold with-

out any person ever having experi-
enced any other than bencficial re-
sults from its use for coughs, colds
and lung troubles. This is bacause
the genuine Foley's Honey and Tar
in the yellow package contains ,no
oplates or other harmful drugs,
Guard your health by refusing any
but the genuine. Sibert's Drug Store.

TAX NOTICE.

The County Treasurer's office in
Court Heuse building will be open for
the collection of taxes without penal-
ty, from the 15th day of Octeber to
the 31st December, 1907.

The levy is as follows:

For State, 4 1-2 mills.

For County Ordinery, 2 3-4 mills.

For Sinking Fund Loan, 1 mill, .

For Constitutional School, 3 mills.

Polls, $1.00; Capitation Dog Tax
50 cents.

Alsg special school

School
" School

School

School

School

School

School

School

Schonl

as follows:
District, No, 1, 2 mills,
District No. mills,
District No. mills,
Disrriet No, mills,
District No, 11, 2 mills,
District No. 12, 3 mills,
District No. 13, 3 mills,
District No. 14, 3 mills,
District No. 16, 2 mills.
* School District No, 17, 3 mills.

School District No. 18, ¥ mills.

A penalty of 1 per cent added
month of January, 1908,
penalty of 1 per cent. for month
February, 1908. Additional penalty
of 6 per cent. for 15 days in Marech

L -

2
3
4
1

for
Additiona

01

) T. W. LEE.

Treasurer for Sumter Co.
10-2-07-3-15-08

Tax Returns For 1808,

OFFICE Oow
COUNTY AUDITOR, SUMTER
Sumter, 8. ., Dee, 5, 1107,
Notice Is hereby given that [ will
attend, in person or by deputy, at the
following places on the dayvs indieat-
ed, respcetively, for the purpose of
Teceiving returns of persondl pro,.ot-
Ly erd poll taxes for the fisenl  year
Tammencaig Jenuary 1st, 1908,
Tindall's Store, Thursday, Jan, 21,
Privateer, Jenkins'  Store, Friday,
Jan, 3d.
Manchester,
7th.
Wedeelielkd, Thursday, Jan. ©th.
Stateburg, Friday, Jan. 10th,
Hagoud, Tuesday, Jan. 14ih,
Remberts, Wednesday, Jan, |1
Dalzell, Thursday, Jan. (Gth,
Gordon’s Mill, Friday. Jan, 17th,
Mayesviile, Tuesday, \dan, 2ist.
shiloh, Wedpesday, Jan, 224,
Nornwood's X Roads, Thursday, Jan,
234,

CO,,

Levi's, Tuesday, Jan,

ath,

Cswego, Friday, Jan, 24th.

The law requires that all persons
owning property or in anywise having
charge of such property, cither s
agent, husband, guardian, tru-tee,
executor,  administrator, ote., return
the same under oath to the Auditor,
who requists Gl personse to he prompt
in making their rctuirns and save the
G0 per cent. penalty which will  be
added to the property valnation  of

all persons who fail to make returns

within the time preseribed by law,

Taxpayors return what they own
on the tht day of January, 1903,

Assessors and texpayers will enter
the first given name of the taxpayer
e full, alsq wake a soparate return
for cach toawns vip where the properts
i= locoted and also each and eviery
case the numhber of the =chon} ditriet
must be gliven

Fvory male citizen between the nee
af fwenty-one ang sixty N m thoe
tir=t day of  Joanunary, THON,  oxeept
thore incapabale of earning o Spport
fram being mothned (0% Moo other
Cantses, are decmaes] tax l‘,i}]'- i =, el
ecxeept Confedorate soldicr D venrs
of nwe, on Junuary Ist, 1908,

M retarns muast e miade on opr he-
fore the Poth dav of February noest.
II canpot tnke retarhs aftes that b 1
[#nd all retorns made after the 29tk
tl;l_\ ol Fehrunrey, HE N sulject to o
penalty of 50 per cont,

Jo DIGOsS WILDE!2,
Auditor Sumiter Coanty.,
Doee, 11-Feb, 20, 05,

1908, N
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Always Bought, and which has been
in use for over 30 years, has borne the signatnr> of

Es p—— andhasbeenmadeunderhisper— ’

sonal supervision since its infancy,
Allow no one to deceive you in this,
All Counterfeits, Imitations and “ Just-as-good’ are but
Experiments that trifle with and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Experience against Experiment.

What is CASTORIA

Castoria is a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Pare-
goric, Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Pleasant. It
contains neither Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotic
substance. Its age is its gnarantee, It destroys Worms
and allays Feverishness. It cures Diarrhcea and Wind
Colic. It relieves Teething Troubles, cures Constipation
and Flatulency. It assimilates the Food, regulates the
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep.
The Children’s Panacea—The Mother’s Friend,

GENUINE CASTORIA ALways

Bears the Signature of

The Kind You Have Always Bouglt

In Use For Cver 30 Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, 77 MURRAY STRECT: NEW YORK CITY.

.

SKINNER IRON WORKS

For Everything in the -
MACHINERY LINXE.

PLUMBING, STEAM-FITTING AND
ALL KINDS OF MiLL. AND ENGINE
REPAIRING AND MILL SUPPLIES. -

FOUNDRY W ORX AS8rELIALTY.
——CASTINGS ALL SIZES AND PATERNS.——
Manufacturer of the Famous SKINNER Portable Steel

- Cages for Chain Gangs. -

: '

Edgar Skinner.
“ FHONE 141 SUMTER, S. C. .

Bank of Sumter.

Capital, $75,000 -:- Surplus, $47,000

)
L

Does General Banking Business. Four Per

Cent. Interest, payable Quarterly, on Deposits
in Savings Department -:-

PROMPT A¥D: COURTEDUS TAEATHENT CUNRANTEED.
RICHARD 1. MANNING, MARION MOISE, W.:F. RHAME,
President. Vice President. Cashior,

THE FARKIERS BARE AND TRUST [0

I35 THE PEOFLE'S BANK.

Does a General Bankivg Business, allowing “interest 4 p°r cent. per anpnum

compounded quatterly 11 its Savings Departmen t, Centrally iocated and con-

servative Ly wanoged. We ipvite your pations: e,

C. G. ROWLANXND, President, R. F. HAYNSWORTH, Vice President
R.L. EDMUNDS, Ca-hier.

FirePotection Cheap

W

|
When once your builcings are printed with

GIBRALTAR PAINTS,

(IN ALL COLORS)
(ireat protection is aflorded f ois lire as tested here Cet. 26th
by a honse ret on fire that had been painted inside and out
with these wonderful fire- esisting materials, Hundreds were
witvess to this test of lire  Beside atfording greater protection
owing to its fire-resisting  qulities, Gibraltar Paint is nore
durable than anv other jatit a8 it 1esists the sun heat and
wears longer. Post thing mace for paimting single, tin and iron,

Why not use Gibraitar Uaint when fire-resisting, reasonable
in prieg an nore durable that o'hers ?

——— FOR SALE BY————

Durant Hardware Company,

10-28—3m BUMTER, S. C.
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